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UM'S RON MATELICH TAKES TWO SECONDS 
AT JUNIOR NATIONAL COMPETITION
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MISSOULA—
University of Montana freshman skier, Ron Matelich of Missoula copped two seconds 
and a fourth in junior national competition in Alaska last week.
The junior nationals, held 40 miles south of Anchorage at Alyaska Ski Area, is 
open to young men and women under 18 years of age. Skiers qualify through sanctioned 
qualifying races in their respective divisions. Matelich represents the Northern Division..
107 male and 60 female skiers raced in the competition this year.
Matelich took seconds in both downhill events. The first downhill was a junior 
national competition run. The second downhill was an added point-scoring competition 
in which all skiers raced.
John Neal of Vermont and Bill Johnson of Washington took the two downhill titles.,
Matelich also added a fourth place in the slalom run. After falling on his first 
attempt, Matelich turned in the second fastest time on his second run to boost him up 
to fourth place.
The UM racer also competed in the giant slalom but fell on that run.
Matelich races in both the slalom and giant slalom at UM.
"The competition was very challenging for me," Matelich said. "I was quite pleased 
with my fourth in the slalom after falling on the first run. I was also pleased with 
two seconds in the downhill because I really don't compete in that event much."
This was Matelich's third and final appearance at junior national competition. He 
will return to UM ski competition next season as a sophomore.
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